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He is calling YOU to hear,

“Moses saw a burning bush and he
didn’t understand. Until he heard a loud
voice say, ‘l am the great | Am."”

This refrain is sung daily throughout
my home by our daughters, Keira and
Saoirse. They come home each week
with stories and artwork of Moses
and the burning bush, Joseph and his
coat of many colors, and others from
the Great Adventure Bible.

Since they are only three years old,
my husband and | fill in the details,
but the moral of the story—that God
is always present— is soundly there
and well understood by them.

God protected Joseph when he was
sold into slavery. Later, God spoke to
Moses on the side of the mountain
when he was in need. In the Old
Testament, God cared for His chosen
people, the Israelites, when they were
in exile. God is with us always—
especially in moments of fear,
scarcity, and despair.

Several policy changes in our country are impacting the people we
serve at Catholic Social Services and many are experiencing
elevated times of fear, scarcity, and despair.

Our immigration system, while creating a place for the vulnerable
and protecting our borders, is broken and unjust in many ways.
Families fear being separated and, in response, are not attending
Mass, going to school, and are limiting trips to public places like
grocery stores, parks, and community centers.

Effective October 20, 2025, upon a household’s recertification of
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), also
formerly known as food stamps, those benefits will only be made
available to previously exempt categories of people if they meet
the mandatory work and/or volunteer requirements.

Policy changes don't always have the desired effect of creating a
more productive workforce or society. While the intent is
honorable, SNAP-eligible households also will oftentimes face
substance abuse, mental health concerns, medically dependent
children, or other barriers such as language or transportation.
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to help, and to holiness

Additionally, refugees and other humanitarian populations are
no longer SNAP-eligible until they have possessed their green
card for a minimum of five years. CSS has welcomed and
resettled hundreds of refugee households since 2020, who will
lose access to SNAP.

While | could blame the government or other actors for being
apathetic to the cries of the poor, | will instead shift to our call
as Christians.

When Pope Leo XIV released his first Apostolic Exhortation,
Dilexi Te — On Love for the Poor — he cited the starting point
for hearing the cries of the poor with Moses at the burning
bush.

He states, “The passage of Sacred Scripture in which God
reveals himself to Moses in the burning bush can serve as a
constant starting-point for this effort. There he says: “I have
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know
their sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them...
So come, | will send you” (Ex 3:7-8,10).

God calls you just like he called Moses. He calls you to hear the
cries of the poor. He calls you to encounter the poor — to see
His face in the poor and to do something about it. But wait, it
gets better.

Our path to holiness is through our humble and sacrificial love
for the poor. As our Holy Father further explains in paragraph
79, “Serving the poor is not a gesture to be made ‘from above,
but an encounter between equals, where Christ is revealed and
adored. Therefore, when the Church bends down to care for
the poor, she assumes her highest posture.”

At CSS, we need to serve more people through our food
markets and meal programs. We need to increase the number of
days each week that we provide a warm breakfast to the
homeless. We need to be prepared to provide more financial
assistance to households in need of rent and utilities. But we
can not do this without you. Please consider making a gift
today that will go toward meeting these needs. For just as God
heard the cries of the Israelites, so too does He hear the cries of
the poor today, and He has called you.

~Katie Patrick, (88 Executive Divector
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