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CSS Refugee Program continues to make an impact

THROUGH COMMUNITY SUPPORT

In January 2025, the U.S. government terminated contracts and federal grants with
resettlement agencies. Subsequently, in April 2025, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) chose not to renew its federal resettlement contract. As an affiliate of the USCCB,
Catholic Social Services (CSS) received formal notification to wind down our program
operations.

Despite these federal changes, CSS remains committed to our mission. Over the past five
X . years, we have proudly welcomed and served over 900 individuals, including refugees,
JACOB X : humanitarian parolees, and Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) holders from around the world.
SEDLACEK - While we have completed all required services under the previous federal program, we
CSS Law Clerk ) recognize that our clients and the community still require significant support—especially as
’ recent legislative changes have restricted SNAP eligibility for many new arrivals.

We are pleased to announce that CSS will not be closing its refugee program. Thanks to the generosity of our private donors, we have
established an emergency fund to assist the clients we have resettled. These funds will provide critical support, such as rental assistance
and gift cards, to help families fill financial gaps as they work to build their lives in our community. This emergency fund is vital to many
families, and its direct and lasting impact is shown in this beautiful thank you note we recently received:

“ ['ve been frying to find the righf words, but honesf/y, | dont think words are enough for what | feel in my heart. Thank You so much
fo you and o the Catholic orgomizm‘ion for everyﬂ)ing you've done for me and my o/aughfers You came info my life o/uring one of the
hardest and darkest times [ve ever lived fhrough | was broken, scared, and fru/y afraid that me and my gir/s would end up homeless.
And then you all came like omge/s and chomgeo/ our lives. You gave me hope when | felt holoe/ess, sm(efy when | felt lost and kindness
when | needed it the most. | will never forge* what you did for us for the rest of my life. No matter how much | thank you, it will
a/ways feel too little comloareo/ to what You gave me. You didnt jusf he//o us with housing — you he//oeo/ save me emofiona//y and
gave my o/aughfers sfabi/h‘y and peace. | also want you to know that | love You so much, Katie [Batenhorst], and | love the Catholic
organizm‘ion so much too. You will a /ways have a S/oecia/ /o/ace in my heart because of the kindness and love you showed us when we

needeo/ I‘IL Hwe WDOS‘IL Mﬁl_(j Goo/ b/ess _(jOM Kaﬁe omo/ b/ess everyone in Hwe 0/’:70“’)[20!7‘[07) //oray 'HWHL Goo/ _qlves _(jOM ha/o/omess hea/fh omo/

ma/ees ever_(j beam‘:fu/ ‘H)Ii’)g _(jOM WISh 7(0/‘ come frue because /oeop/ /II?e _(jOM are fru/_(j rare in ‘H)IS WOl"d ‘k em— }

This testimonial of thanks is from one of our refugee clients who came to Lincoln in 2023. After arriving in Lincoln, she and her husband
separated due to an unhealthy relationship. The wife is staying with three children. She received a notice from her landlord requiring her to
move out. She and her family lost the SNAP benefits due to an eligibility change regarding her refugee status. At the time of this change,
she did not have a job. However, she is very willing to work and is actively looking for a job. When we learned of her situation, we provided
assistance using emergency funding to help her secure a new apartment.

Although federal funding has ended, our commitment has not; so when members of our community have a need, we should work to meet
it. Together with our donors, volunteers, and community partners, we can continue providing hope to those who need it most. We can do

so little alone, but together we can do so much more. ~Dse Dee, Director o{'e bugee & I t Sepvices
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0. From the Steters’ Deck

-J\ Reflections from our St. Gianna Program Marian Sister Advocates
Vehicle Donations: putting families on the road to HOPE IN THE GOOD LIFE

| want to take this opportunity to give a big shout out and thank you to all our wonderful donors out
there who make our work possible in the St. Gianna Program (SGP) and, more specifically, a special
thank you to those who have donated vehicles for our women and children.

Since my arrival at St. Gianna’s in August of 2025, | have seen firsthand the real difficulties, challenges,
and hardships that our women and children face without a vehicle. Many of our women are not only
trying to find work and raise their children single-handedly but they also need transportation to get to
work, take their children to daycare/school, get groceries, clothes, resources, and healthcare. Not only
that, but so often in domestic violence situations, the abuser restricts the woman'’s freedom by taking
control over the car, the finances, and even small decisions throughout the day, so having a vehicle
gives them freedom to live and do the things they need to do.

One of our residents had been walking three hours with her children to daycare and to work. She did
not have enough money to pay for an Uber and riding the bus was difficult for her with her three little |
children, so when she received a good, reliable van from a generous donor, it was life-changing for her
and her children! She was so grateful for this gift. We do what we can to help support the women and
children with bus passes and rides when we are able to, but it is not possible to keep up with the high
demand, so when someone donates a vehicle, it is such a blessing that changes lives. If you're upgrading to a newer

vehicle & your current car is still in
roadworthy condition, reliable,

and safe to drive, please consider
donating it to the CSS Vehicle

Donation Program! Start /@

your donation journey at %

A resident told one of the Sisters after she received a vehicle from a generous donor, “I am so thankful
for everything Catholic Social Services and St. Gianna's have done for me. You guys have truly changed
my life for the better, and | couldn’t be more grateful for everything!” | have seen many times over how
this big act of generosity of a vehicle has empowered the women here at St. Gianna's to have a better
quality of life for themselves and their children. It has allowed them to accomplish their goals and the

dreams they have for themselves and their families. —Sr. /we&f&‘a,/wMZa% SGP 4 lvocate

csshope.org/vehicledonation

Planning today. Providing Hope in the Good Life tomorrow.

August is National Make-A-Will Month, a timely reminder that creating a will is one of the greatest gifts you
can give your loved ones. A thoughtfully prepared estate plan provides peace of mind, reduces uncertainty
during difficult times, and ensures that your wishes are honored.

A will is also an opportunity to reflect on the blessings God has entrusted to us and how those blessings can
continue serving others long after we're gone. While our first responsibility is always to care for our families,
many faithful Catholics also choose to remember the ministries that have shaped their lives and
strengthened their communities.

Why consider a

At CSS, we witness the impact of generosity every day. Because of compassionate supporters, families

Planned Gift?

Provide for your loved ones
first while also supporting
the causes you cherish

Create a lasting legacy that

reflects your faith and values

Support the Works of Mercy
for generations to come

A planned gift costs nothing
today & may be changed if
your circumstances change

Every gift matters. Your
legacy, regardless of size,
can have a lasting impact

Join the Legacy of H.O.P.E.
Society and become part of
a community committed to
Helping Others Plan for
Eternity

receive nutritious food, mothers and children find safe shelter, immigrants receive trusted legal assistance,
and individuals facing hardship discover renewed hope. These Works of Mercy continue because people like
you choose to make a lasting difference.

One of the simplest ways to continue that mission is by including CSS in your estate plans. Planned gifts can
be made through:

o Agift in your will or living trust

¢ A beneficiary designation on a retirement account or life insurance policy

e Charitable trusts or other planned giving arrangements

o Gifts of appreciated assets or other estate planning tools

No matter the size of the gift, your generosity helps ensure that future generations will continue to
experience Hope in the Good Life through the work of CSS.

Those who notify us that they have included CSS in their estate plans are welcomed into the Legacy of
H.O.P.E. Society (Helping Others Plan for Eternity). While many members prefer to remain anonymous, all
are united by a desire to leave a legacy rooted in faith, compassion, and hope.

If you have already included CSS in your estate plans, thank you. We would be honored to recognize your
commitment by welcoming you into the Legacy of H.O.P.E. Society. If you have not yet created a will,
perhaps this August is the perfect time to begin. Your family will benefit from the peace of mind that comes
with good planning, and your legacy can continue bringing Christ's love to those who need it most.

For more information, please contact CSS Development Officer John Soukup:
jsoukup@csshope.org or 402.327.6235















